The Coming Civilization
The verdict of the older writers is a chorus of
bewilderment. They have not yet shaken themselves
free of the legacy of the Victorian belief in progress,
and those who happen to be sufficiently advanced
in years to view life from that angle will agree that
the present collapse is alarming. Some older people
attribute this collapse to the war, but that is not a
convincing explanation, for there ought already to
be some signs of recovery; and instead of recovery
we are confronted with a world which is economi-
cally in a more critical condition than in 1919, and
politically little better off than in 1914. The leading
authors of the older school are too intelligent to
imagine that the slight economic recovery of Great
Britain is a sign that the older system will be
put firmly on its legs once more. They know that
Britain is in a better position than her contempor-
aries merely because of the vast wealth and re-
sources which she accumulated in the vanished days
of comparative trade monopoly. She is like a rich
man in a financial crash: the rich man will not
feel the effects of the crash so rapidly as his rivals,
for he has still a big reserve of capital. But, if it is
a real crash, his own collapse is merely a matter of
time.
Wells, in spite of his creative imagination, has no
clear gospel to preach. He clings to the old doctrine,
and thinks that Capitalism might be saved by a big
business Plan, by a Liberal Fascism of nations, by
an international combine of CHssolds; but he is
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